
 

The Lay CommuniquéThe Lay Communiqué  
  

Magazine Magazine ofof  The 11th Episcopal District Lay OrganizationThe 11th Episcopal District Lay Organization  
  African Methodist Episcopal ChurchAfrican Methodist Episcopal Church   

Digital / Web EditionDigital / Web Edition  

Eleventh Episcopal District Lay Organization President: Ms. Patricia H. Wright  West Coast Conference 
EED Lay Organization Director of Public Relations: Ms. Robbyn M. Hopewell  West Coast Conference 
Digital Communique’ Magazine design/maintenance by AJSG ~ EEDLO Web Servant  East Conference 

Online Content updates are continuous ~ Please send your events & other AME flyers for publication!Online Content updates are continuous ~ Please send your events & other AME flyers for publication! 

The 15th Edition of the Web AMEC Lay Magazine  2nd/3rd Qtr. Issue  March 2024 ~ August 2024 

“PARK VIEWS FROM BETWEEN THE ROSENS” (AJSG) ~ ORLANDO, FL | 2024 LAY CONVENTION AREA 

Content in this Digital Magazine will update as new information is submitted / added within the Issue’s time frameContent in this Digital Magazine will update as new information is submitted / added within the Issue’s time frame  
Please send your event dates &/or flyers, photos & features for the Digital Lay CommuniquéPlease send your event dates &/or flyers, photos & features for the Digital Lay Communiqué  





AJSG
Typewritten Text

AJSG
Typewritten Text
November 12, 2024

AJSG
Typewritten Text
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx





https://mailchi.mp/fc9ebdd4f448/xrdx3lth5s-254037?e=4d05421182
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5SzOUQP34uMRMY3CdIWc4Q/videos
https://www.facebook.com/TheChristianRecorder/
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/
https://twitter.com/AMEnews
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/




https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5SzOUQP34uMRMY3CdIWc4Q/videos
https://www.facebook.com/TheChristianRecorder/
http://www.thechristianrecorder.com/
https://twitter.com/AMEnews
http://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage.com/profile?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=1b584cea2e&e=
http://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage1.com/unsubscribe?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=1b584cea2e&e=&c=f5139ee239
http://thechristianrecorder.us5.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=8253b0952c51f2b3dcb331ea6&id=1b584cea2e
https://www.amecpublishing.com/products#!/THE-CHRISTIAN-RECORDER/c/137040807


























Lay soldiers receive
final memorials in
annual ceremony
The EEDLO  80th Convention paused for a memorial

service, led by Sister LuCretia A. McBride. The service,

filled with hymns, prayers, and readings, honored the

lives of the departed.

The program opened with "Down at the Cross," followed

by Scripture readings from Psalm 90:1-6, 12; Romans

8:35-39; and John 14:27. Sharon Causey performed a

solo, and Sister Peggy Rice Johnson delivered a poignant

reading. A "Celebration of Life" PowerPoint presentation

and candle lighting by Sister Lother Cherry added

warmth.

Honored were: 

Robert J. Wright Sr. - West Coast Conference

Denise Thompson Holmes - South Conference

Elzora White - West Coast Conference

David Turner - East Conference

Patricia Johnson - Central Conference

Winston McGill - Central Conference

Johnell Linton - Central Conference

Thomas Mitchell,Jr. - Central Conference

Murray Adams - Central Conference,

Lindsey Glenn - West Coast Conference

Janet Lee - West Coast Conference

Dr. Alma Hires - West Coast Conference

Dorothy Thomas - South Conference

Emma Oretha Brizilla Kelly - Bahamas Conference

Katherine Inez Petty - Bahamas Conference

The service concluded with a bell ringing for each, Sister

Barbara Patterson's closing prayer, and the hymn "When

We All Get to Heaven."

 During the final session of the EEDLO 80th Convention, the

South Conference Lay Organization made a memorable

presentation with a heartfelt serenade to the tune of "How

Sweet It Is." South Conference Lay President Evelyn Odom

delivered the spoken part, welcoming everyone on behalf of

the organization and inviting them home to the  South

Conference in 2025. The tailored lyrics emphasized the

South’s welcoming spirit and readiness to host next year’s

event. The chorus, “We just want to stop and thank you,

Laity,” resonated deeply, setting a sweet tone for the

convention and highlighting the  organization’s dedication

and unity.

South Conference Lay
reminds us ‘How Sweet It
Is’ in host presentation





Season after 
Pentecost / Year B 

First* reading  
and Psalm 

Alt* First reading 
and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 21, 2024 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 
 

Psalm 89:20-37 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Psalm 23 

Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 
53-56 

Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
July 28, 2024 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 

Psalm 14 

2 Kings 4:42-44 
 

Psalm 145:10-18 

Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 

Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost 
August 4, 2024 

2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a 
 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
 

Psalm 78:23-29 

Ephesians 4:1-16 John 6:24-35 

Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
August 11, 2024 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
 

Psalm 130 

1 Kings 19:4-8 
 

Psalm 34:1-8 

Ephesians 4:25-5:2 John 6:35, 41-51 

Thirteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
August 18, 2024 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
 

Psalm 111 

Proverbs 9:1-6 
 

Psalm 34:9-14 

Ephesians 5:15-20 John 6:51-58 

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
August 25, 2024 

1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 
41-43 
 

Psalm 84 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 
14-18 
 

Psalm 34:15-22 

Ephesians 6:10-20 John 6:56-69 

Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
September 1, 2024 

Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 
6-9 
 

Psalm 15 

James 1:17-27 Mark 7:1-8, 14-
15, 21-23 

Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
September 8, 2024 

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 

Psalm 125 

Isaiah 35:4-7a 
 

Psalm 146 

James 2:1-10, 
(11-13), 14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

Holy Cross 
September 14, 2024 
 

Numbers 21:4b-9 
 
Psalm 98:1-5 or 
Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38 

  
 
  

1 Corinthians 1:18-24 John 3:13-17 

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
September 15, 2024 
 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
 
Psalm 19 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

Psalm 116:1-9 
or 
Song of Solomon 
7:26 - 8:1 

James 3:1-12 Mark 8:27-38 

Eighteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
September 22, 2024 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
 

Psalm 1 

Song of Solomon 
1:16-2:1, 12-22 
or Jeremiah 11:18-20 
 

Psalm 54 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 
7-8a 

Mark 9:30-37 

Nineteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
September 29, 2024 
 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
 

Psalm 124 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-
16, 24-29 
 
Psalm 19:7-14 

James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50 

The Revised Common Lectionary ~ a Service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library ~ Year B 



Season after Pentecost 
Year A 

First* reading  
and Psalm 

Alt* First reading 
and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

Twenty-First Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 13, 2024 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
 

Psalm 22:1-15 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
 
Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 4:12-16 Mark 10:17-31 

October 14, 2024 Joel 2:21-27 
 

Psalm 126 

  1 Timothy 2:1-7 Matthew 6:25-33 

Twenty-Second Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 20, 2024 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 
 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 

Isaiah 53:4-12 
 

Psalm 91:9-16 

Hebrews 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45 

Twenty-Third Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 27, 2024 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 

Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22) 

Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 

Psalm 126 

Hebrews 7:23-28 Mark 10:46-52 

November 1, 2024 
(Sometimes observed 
on the first Sunday in 
November) 

Song of Solomon 3:1-9 
or Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

Psalm 24 

  
 
  

Revelation 21:1-6a John 11:32-44 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
November 3, 2024 
(If All Saints not 
observed on this day) 

Ruth 1:1-18 
 
Psalm 146 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 
Psalm 119:1-8 

Hebrews 9:11-14 Mark 12:28-34 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
November 10, 2024 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
 

Psalm 127 

1 Kings 17:8-16 
 

Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:24-28 Mark 12:38-44 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
November 17, 2024 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 ** 

Daniel 12:1-3 
 

Psalm 16 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 
(15-18), 19-25 

Mark 13:1-8 

Reign of Christ  
Twenty-Seventh 
Sunday after Pentecost 
November 24, 2024 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
 

Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18) 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

Psalm 93 

Revelation 1:4b-8 John 18:33-37 

Thanksgiving Day, USA 
November 28, 2024 

Joel 2:21-27 
 

Psalm 126 

 1 Timothy 2:1-7 Matthew 6:25-33 

Twentieth Sunday after 
Pentecost 
October 6, 2024 

Job 1:1, 2:1-10 
 

Psalm 26 

Genesis 2:18-24 
 

Psalm 8 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5
-12 

Mark 10:2-16 

The Revised Common Lectionary ~ a Service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library ~ Year B 

** In a very few instances in the Lectionary, no Psalm reading is offered for reasons relating to the thematic nature of the Day.  









BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL | MAY 2023 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 
          Monday, Jubilant July 1, 2024 

“A MIGHTY WORK!” 
 

“And He could there do no mighty work.” – Mark 6:5a KJV  
 

In The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley transcribed the life of Civil Rights Activist, El-Hajj Malik El-

Shabazz, as he verbally recounted it. While incarcerated, Malcolm became increasingly aware of the historic 

institutional and systemic injustices adversely affecting Black communities in the mid-20th century. He worked 

tirelessly, even in prison, to shift the blame from Black people (self-hate) to racist systems that created and 

sustained ignorance, poverty and crime. At times, his work of liberation yielded little results. In one interview, 

X told Haley, “A lot of these black convicts still wouldn't believe it unless they could see that a white man had 

said it.” In Saint Mark’s Gospel, Jesus experienced a similar situation.  
 

The first Sunday in Jubilant July is also the Seventh Sunday After Pentecost on the Christian Liturgical Calendar. 

The concurrent Gospel reading is Mark 6:1-6, in Year B of the “Lectionary” found on page 795 of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church Hymnal. In this scriptural passage, an enlightened Jesus returns to do restorative work 

in his hometown of Nazareth. At the time, Nazareth was colonized by an oppressive Roman regime that treated 

Jewish people as second-class citizens, while simultaneously and arbitrarily creating a Jewish middle class of hyper 

religious leaders, through stolen resources, power and influence. Consequently, these Jewish zealots did the dirty 

work of disparaging the impoverished Jewish majority, to maintain this caste system, failing to realize that the 

Roman Empire was the ultimate benefactor of their behavior. This toxic, legalized collusion birthed generational 

poverty, wherein any of dreams of socio-economic mobility for the majority of Nazarenes were non-existent. So 

much so, until it created a Nazarene poverty mindset. They asked, “Where did this man get all this? What is this 

wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, 

the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And 

they took offense at him” ~ (6:2b-3). Normalized negative perceptions of Nazareth were also societal, in Saint 

John’s Gospel, chapter 1, Nathaniel responded to Phillip, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” The weight 

of poverty and despair was so great that, “He [Jesus] could there [Nazareth] do no mighty work, save that He 

laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them” ~ (6:5).  
 

Over the past seven days, there have been a number of political events that have caused American panic and 

despair. On Thursday, June 27th, a presidential debate littered with “alternative facts” and the optical questions 

of mental acuity took place. On Friday, June 28th, in City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Johnson, the Supreme 

Court legalized the arrest and detainment of homeless people in America. And today, in Trump v. The United 

States, the Supreme Court ruled that American presidents are given presumptive immunity from prosecution 

while serving in office.  In Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor dissenting opinion, she asserted that this decision 

makes a sitting president a “king above the law.” The 2024 presidential election results and the aftershocks of 

the two previously named Supreme Court decisions could have catastrophic effects on BIPOCs in America.   
 

How will you respond? Will you give the defeated Nazarene response that historically underserved 

communities can’t raise up anyone capable of closing race, income and gendered disparities in American 

healthcare, employment, housing and education? Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places.” The demonic force of classism begot discrimination and despair in Nazareth. The 

deeply entrenched, dark demonic force of racism continues to yield unfair judicial rulings, which cause many to 

question their faith in Christ. However, we must be careful not to let Satan’s forces overwhelm us. For Hebrews 

11:6, says “…without faith it is impossible to please God!” 
 

Although many questioned and rejected Malcolm’s motives due to cognitive dissonance, he remained faithful to 

the work of complete liberation. Mark 6:5a, says, “[Jesus] could there do no mighty work.” The latest political 

decisions may cause one to feel that God can no longer do a mighty work in America. However, it is imperative 

that you remain prayerful and faithful and also organize, advocate and vote. Jesus wants to bring justice, repair 

and restoration to American Nazareths. However, you are His spiritual instrument. Therefore, it is up to YOU to 

execute a mighty antiracist, anticapitalistic work in your church, classroom, civic club and neighborhood. Selah.  
-Brother Kyle Harris, Ph.D., Contributor and Local Lay President    

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL |JULY 2024 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 

 



BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL | MAY 2023 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 
          Saturday, Jet June 1, 2024 

“Powers Engaged!” 
“Then [Jesus] said to them, “The Sabbath was made for humankind and not humankind for the 

Sabbath.” -Mark 2:27 NRSV-UE 
 

African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church Hymn number 242 is, “A Charge to Keep I Have,” written by one of 

the key leaders of the Methodist Movement, Charles Wesley. In the 18th century, Charles and his brother John 

preached to ordinary people in churches, open fields and on street corners in Europe and North America. During this 

time, Western Europeans and its North American colonists were making millions from the Transatlantic Slave 

Trade, but the Wesley brothers opposed it. The majority of white clerics deemed slavery to be a “necessary evil,” 

and the Wesley brothers faced a significant amount of ostracization for their stance in religious and secular circles. 

However, they had God’s “Charge to Keep.” Toward the end of verse 2 of this hymn, Charles writes, “O May It All 

My Powers Engage To Do My Master’s Will.” These brothers were fully-engaged in the spiritual, socio-economic 

and political activities of their time. Although, the Wesley brothers opposed inequality, the Methodist Church soon 

surrendered to the lucrative dark money that produced racist church policy and cultural self-interests that, 

unfortunately, upheld the institution of slavery, causing Richard Allen and the majority of Black people to leave the 

denomination and establish the AME Church in opposition. 
 

This week, the former President and 2024 Republican National Convention presumptive nominee, Donald Trump 

was found guilty of 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. Instead of “Evangelical Christians” supporting 

another candidate, their allegiance to Trump only hardened. Over 34 million dollars was donated to the campaign, in 

less than 24 hours after the guilty verdict was announced – arguably, the highest amount of campaign dollars ever 

amassed in such a short period of time - in American History. Many of these donors are in lock-step with Project 

2025, also known as The Presidential Transition Project. It is a conglomerate of conservative platforms that are 

currently advertising, selecting, training and endorsing legislators to enact policies to expand the powers of the 

executive branch. Project 2025 is laying the foundation for these policies to take immediate effect after the 

inauguration of the next conservative president – Donald J. Trump. Federal Title 1 programs to assist lower-income 

children, who are overwhelmingly Black and Brown, will be set to expire and will be devolved to state executives. 

The military will be deployed to racially profile, track down, detain and deport undocumented immigrants.  Biden-

era executive order climate change initiatives will be rolled back. All of these policies are fully supported by 

Christian Nationalists, who argue that such immediate action will cause America to turn back to its original Christian 

ideals. The Pharisees upheld similar policies 2,000 years ago. Yet, Jesus opposed them. 
 

The first Sunday in Jet June is also the Second Sunday After Pentecost on the Christian Liturgical Calendar. The 

concurrent Gospel reading is Mark 2:23 – 3:6, in Year B of the “Lectionary” found on page 795 of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church Hymnal. In this scriptural passage, one will find Jesus breaking man-made doctrines 

concerning the Sabbath. On one occasion, the disciples were hungry. Jesus sanctioned their work in preparing their 

meal on the Sabbath. On another occasion, Jesus provided free healthcare to a man with a withered hand. When 

approached by the Pharisees, Jesus answered, “The Sabbath was made for humankind and not humankind for the 

Sabbath.” After which, the Pharisees conspired to bring about His crucifixion. 
 

Today, Children of Color in K-20 public institutions are hungry for an inclusive, antiracist curriculum that affirms 

their humanity. Millions of women across America would like their reproductive rights restored. Project 2025 is 

seeking to further restrict DEI programs at the federal level and enact even harsher restrictions on women. Is the 

church aligned with those who hunger and desire justice, restoration and reparations or is it complicity aligned with 

man-made religious stipulations that produce generational poverty, crime, disease and toxic mental health? Author 

Cole Arthur Riley reminds us in This Here Flesh: Spirituality, Liberation and the Stories That Make Us, that, “We 

cannot trust a society that makes judgments on the morality of a person without taking responsibility for how its own 

morality has instigated the conditions that call for such desperate decision-making.” The Wesley brothers, Richard 

Allen and other activists vehemently opposed legalized religious and secular policies that produced human suffering. 

Their unrelenting, divinely-infused, supernatural powers were fully engaged. Are yours? The American moral 

compass is drastically changing right before our eyes! Get on the right side of this. Be Like Christ! Be Engaged!      
-Brother Kyle Harris, Ph.D., Contributor and Local Lay President    

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL |JUNE 2024 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 

 



BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL | MAY 2023 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 
          Wednesday, Mahogany May 1, 2024 

“Don’t Be Bamboozled!” 
“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.” – 1 John 4:1 NRSV-UE 
 

On October 6, 2000, New Line Cinema released Spike Lee’s Bamboozled to general audiences across the 

United States. In this film, frustrated Black artist, Pierre Delacroix creates Mantan: The New Millennium 

Minstrel Show, a show depicting historic racialized stereotypes of Black people, to infuriate his insensitive 

white boss, Thomas Dunwoody, into terminating his employment contract. Unfortunately, Delacroix’s plot 

backfires. Dunwoody and growing audiences loved the show, causing many fans to dress in Blackface to 

promote the film. Monitoring the ever-increasing financial revenue, wherein a large portion would line his 

pockets, Delacroix unfortunately embraces Mantan. Delcroix’s assistant, Sloane Hopkins, attempts to convince 

him and the Mantan actors that the show was inherently racist. Unfortunately, Delacroix has his mind affixed 

on the growing revenue and fame. At Mantan’s height, one of Delacroix’s formerly homeless actors, quits after 

being enlightened by Hopkins. The other actor is abducted and subsequently killed by an outraged gang. The 

entire Mantan project crumbles, as Hopkins shoots Delacroix in an angered scuffle, while trying to explain to 

him the demeaning aspects of the show. All of the main characters of the film were, in some way, tragically 

bamboozled by a warped ideology, a geopolitical phenomenon, a demonic spirit called racialized capitalism.  
 

The first Sunday in Mahogany May is also the 6th Sunday of Easter on the Christian Liturgical Calendar. The 

concurrent Epistle reading is 1 John 4:1-11, in Year B of the “Lectionary” found on page 795 of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church Hymnal. In this scriptural passage, one will find John the Apostle strongly 

encouraging early believers to spiritually discern those who carry the Gospel. In verse one, John writes, 

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world.” During the 1st Century AD, many prophets failed to acknowledge the 

full humanity, divinity and character of Christ, due to the prevailing politically-endorsed and heavily-monetized 

Jewish and Hellenistic customs that stereotyped people based on class, ethnicity and gender. The Apostle John 

reminds the early church that prophets must increasingly emulate Christ’s character and agape love in their 

interactions with others. Prophets who fail to do this, embrace the spirit of the antichrist (1:3).   
 

Unfortunately, in 21st century America, the spirit of the anti-Christ still rears its head in the form of racism, and 

one it’s major byproducts – whiteness – which has employed organized oppressive violence in its ongoing 500+ 

year saga of colonial and imperialistic ventures. It’s human instruments, “false prophets,” sometime 

traditionally adorned in monarchial gowns, presidential suits, clerical garments and judicial robes tend to readily 

confess Christ. However, their hearts and actions are far from Christ’s antiracist and anticapitalistic character. 

Western racism is so complex, insidious and highly funneled with “dark money,” until most Prophets align with 

it, by either openly endorsing it or fearfully remaining silent on the issue. These “false prophets” openly support 

political demagogues who publish God Bless the USA Bibles, but stoke the fires of gun violence, racism, sexism 

and xenophobia. These “false prophets” remain conspicuously quiet on Palestinian genocide, mass incarceration 

and increasing legislation outlawing diversity, equity and inclusion programs in public k-20 educational 

settings. Prophets who fail to speak, act and organize against systemic oppression, do not possess the spirit or 

power of Christ. They do not activate the Holy Spirit’s power within them that is far greater than any demonic 

force of this world (1:4). As a consequence, the “false prophets” fail to properly prepare, teach and equip 

congregations in the Holy Dismantlement of demonic institutions created on the centrality of whiteness and 

antiblackness. Black Feminist, Octavia Butler, wrote in The Parable of the Talents, “Choose your leaders with 

wisdom and forethought. To be led by a coward is to be controlled by all that the coward fears. To be led by a 

fool is to be led by the opportunists who control the fool.”  
 

Like Pierre Delacroix, Thomas Dunwoody, and the Mantan actors, some “prophets” also engage in corruption, 

arbitrary and capricious power and other temporary pleasures associated with racialized capitalism. Test their 

spirit by His Spirit. Don’t be bamboozled!   
-Brother Kyle Harris, Ph.D., Contributor and Local Lay President    

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
LAY ORGANIZATION DEVOTIONAL |MAY 2024 

501 West Orange Avenue | Tallahassee, Florida 

The Reverend Dr. Julius Harrison McAllister, Jr., Senior Minister 

 



 2 
East Conference Lay Organization Convention 
Historic Mt. Zion-Jax ~ 7:00 p.m. 
Bishop Reid  ~  Speaker 

21-23 
Connectional Christian Education Meeting 
St. Paul, Montgomery, AL 
 
24 
PALM SUNDAY 
Mortgage Burning 
Greater Payne-Jax ~ Rev. Kennetta Carter 
Bishop Reid  ~  Preacher  ~  4pm 

6 
DART Clergy Conference, Florida Hotel 
1500 Sandlake Road 
Orlando, FL ~ 2:35 pm 
Bishop Reid is the Keynote Speaker 29 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 
31 
EASTER / RESURRECTION SUNDAY 
Bethel AME Church ~Tallahassee, FL 
Rev. Dr. McAllister 
Bishop Reid-Preacher ~  9:30 a.m. 

7 
Daytona Beach District Conference 
St. James-Titusville ~ 7pm 
Bishop Reid ~ Opening Night Preacher 
16 
Eleventh Episcopal District Founders’ Day  
St. Stephen AMEC ~  Jacksonville, FL 
General Conference Delegation Meeting 
 
16-18 
Eleventh Episcopal District 
37th Annual Black Heritage Weekend 
Edward Waters University, Jacksonville, FL 
 
20-23 
2024 Global Development Council Meeting 
Hilton Hotel – Sandton, South Africa 

 
10 
Edward Waters University 
Founder’s Day Convocation 

 
7-14 
YPD - Self Denial Week 
 
11 
Edward Waters University Commencement 
Jacksonville, FL 
 
12 
Mother’s Day 
 
16-18 
23rd Annual Sons of Allen Retreat 
Hosted by Florida Conference 
 
27 
Memorial Day Observed 

1-2 
Eleventh Episcopal District ~ Lay Learning Retreat 
Tampa, FL 
 
6 
South Georgia Annual Conference 
Bishop Reid ~ Ordination Preacher  ~ 7pm 
  9 
Men’s Day 
Allen Chapel – Wabasso - Rev. Tamika Moore 
Bishop Reid  ~ Preacher ~ 4pm 

 
16 
Father’s Day 
 
24 
General Board and Investiture, Orlando, FL 
Investiture Worship – for Bishop Reid 
25 
General Board Meeting, Orlando, FL 
 
29 
Birthday of Bishop Frank M. Reid, III 

10 
98th Church Anniversary 
Greater Mt. Pleasant  ~ Rev. Dr. Santarvis Brown 
Bishop Reid ~ Preacher  ~  4pm 

14-16 
Eleventh Episcopal District ~ Midyear 
Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando 
 
17 
Mortgage Burning 
Stephen, Leesburg – Rev. Woodrow Leeks 
Bishop Reid  ~  Preacher  ~  11am 

 

FFeebbrruuaarryy  22002244  

MMaarrcchh  22002244  

MMaarrcchh  22002244    ((ccoonnttiinnuueedd))  

AApprriill  22002244  
  

MMaayy  22002244  
  

JJuunnee  22002244  
  



 

4 
Independence Day 
 
14 
Eleventh Episcopal Day, CDMC Ceremony 
Rosen Centre, Orlando, FL 
 
15-18 
Eleventh Episcopal District, CEYLC 
Christian Education Youth & Leadership Congress 
Bishop Reid’s Retirement Celebration 
Rosen Centre, Orlando, FL. 
 

5 
South Conference YPD Annual Day 
8 
South Conference WMS Annual Day 
9-11 
South Annual Conference 
 
12 
West Coast Conference YPD Annual Day 
15 
West Coast Conference WMS Annual Day 
16-18 
West Coast Annual Conference 

26 
East Conference YPD Annual Day 
29 
East Conference WMS Annual Day 
30-November 1 
East Annual Conference 

 
14-20 
Pre-General Conference – Revisions Committee 
Columbia, Ohio 
 
19-20 
Pre-General Conference – Credentials Committee 
Columbus, Ohio 
 
19-20 
Pre-General Conference - Rules Committee 
 
20 
General Conference Commission 
 
21-28 
AMEC General Conference 
Columbus, Ohio 

7-8 
Bahamas Annual Conference 
9 
Bahamas Conference YPD Annual Day 
 
TBD 
Eleventh Episcopal District Planning Meeting 
Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando, FL 
 
28 
THANKSGIVING DAY 

 
 7 
Day of Sharing, Florida Conference 
Day of Sharing, East Conference 
 
14 
Day of Sharing, Central Conference 
Day of Sharing, West Coast Conference 
 
15 
Day of Sharing, South Conference 
 
25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
 
 

 

2 
LABOR DAY 
 
7 
Florida Conference YPD Annual Day 
10 
Florida Conference WMS Annual Day 
11-13 
Florida Annual Conference 
 
21 
Central Conference YPD Annual Day 
24 
Central Conference WMS Annual Day 
25-27 
Central Annual Conference 
 

 

JJuullyy  22002244  
  

AAuugguusstt  22002244  
  

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22002244  

NNoovveemmbbeerr  22002244  
  

OOccttoobbeerr  22002244  

DDeecceemmbbeerr  22002244  
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