






Teach. Train. Educate. 

This, in essence, is the church’s classroom. It is where teaching takes hold and a 

love of learning is nurtured. It is open to all who are not a part of the clergy.  

I f you ever find yourself 

wondering “What is the 

Call to Worship?” “Why do 

we keep standing up, sitting 

down?” “What does the 

Bishop have to do with this, 

anyway?” you might need to 

sit in on the closest Lay Or-

ganization meeting.  

Here at Bethel, you need to 

show up at 6:30 p.m. the 

Wednesday after the third 

Sunday.   

According to president Patri-

cia H. Wright, “the main 

objective of the Lay Organi-

zation is to develop a love of 

church history in all mem-

bers. Our training compo-

nent is important in accom-

plishing this goal.” 

For many, the Book of Doc-

trine and Discipline, which 

states the law and govern-

ance of the church, can be 

daunting. The Lay “not only 

teaches about the church, but 

also delivers the why and how 

things happen in the 

church,” Wright says. 

Through education, you as-

pire to higher offices in the 

church, says Wright, who 

spent the majority of her life 

in the Baptist Church and 

has immersed herself in the 

history of the A.M.E. Church 

to the point of participation 

that extends to the Connec-

tional level. This, she stress-

es, is available to all who 

want to dig deeper. “You 

don’t have to be born into it. 

But you do have to learn it.”  

                  * * * 

 “I’d put Bethel’s Lay up 

against any in the Connec-

tion. Mother Bethel, Metro-

politan in Washington, D.C, 

First A.M.E. in Los Ange-

les,” says Alicia Cotton, pres-

ident of the St. Petersburg 

District Lay Organization. 

             Continued on page 5 

 
 

“I continue to renew my 

membership with the Lay 

Organization because I 

learn so much about the 

function of the church. 

One of the best things 

about being in the group 

is knowing that I’m a 

contributing part of the 

organization.” 

Rosa A. Nesbitt  

“I love that you can ask 

about anything. Pat’s 

sense of humor is catch-

ing, that’s one of the 

reasons we keep coming 

for the training; you 

think you’ll miss some-

thing. I enjoy the  les-

sons. I could keep going 

on …”  

Altermease Williams 

“ … it has afforded me the op-

portunity to share and obtain 

knowledge about the church, 

the organizational structure, 

and other life and biblical les-

sons needed to grow as a Chris-

tian. The organization ... seeks 

to reach higher heights of inclu-

sion and collaboration between 

clergy and laity.” 

Linnell Baker 
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Continued from page 4 

“Bethel has a wealth of people 

who work on ALL levels: Dis-

trict, Conference, Episcopal 

and Connectional. Pat, Lolita 

(Brown), Altermease 

(Williams), Linnell (Baker), 

Evelyn (Graham) … their 

work is represented on all 

those levels” Cotton said. “I 

look to Bethel because of the 

wealth of knowledge, experi-

ence and expertise that comes 

from the church. Bethel does 

great work in supporting the 

Lay in all aspects,” says Cot-

ton, who speaks with great 

excitement about working 

with Bethel.  

All this led to Bethel being 

named the West Coast Con-

ference Lay Organization of 

the Year during the Confer-

ence Convention held in 

March. At that time, Bethel 

was also honored for having 

the most members in attend-

ance.  

Cotton says “Bethel was the 

only church among the 17 on 

the St. Petersburg District to 

receive a nomination” for the 

award, which is based on ac-

tivities held on the local level 

as well as those held in the 

community and interchurch 

outreach programs. Bethel 

Lay members routinely partic-

ipate with other Lay Organi-

zations via worship services, 

training programs and in nu-

merous meeting and seminar 

sessions. 

                  * * * 

The Lay also does extensive 

work on the local level in pre-

senting two very popular an-

nual events at the church. The 

Men of Vison and the Wom-

en of Purpose worship ser-

vices (pictured below and on 

previous page) feature people 

from all walks of life who tell 

of their faith journey. Men 

focus on “vision,” while 

women speak of “purpose.” 

Also in the works is a Youth 

of Promise component. The 

Lay Person of the year is 

named on the annual Lay 

Day. The ever-popular Fish 

Fry Fellowship  is an annual 

fundraising event that focuses 

on family fun and games. 

                 * * * 

Wright is quick to point to 

those in the past and present 

who helped pour the founda-

tion of what stands today.  

“We stand on broad shoul-

ders. Names like Cornelius 

Stockton, Joanna Lee, Betty 

Thompson, Therae Batten, 

Louis ‘L.D.’ Brown Sr., Eve-

lyn Graham, William Butler, 

Juanita ‘Doll’ Jackson and so 

many others come to mind,” 

Wright acknowledges. “Betty 

was called the GPS because 

she knew where every church 

was.” 

“If you don’t know the story, 

who will tell it? If people 

don’t hear the story, what will 

entice them to come?” asks 

Wright. “We have to be able 

to continue to tell the story.” 

“ When I was away from Bethel, I was 

active in the WMS. But when I re-

turned, I started working with the Lay. 

The teaching and training fit what I 

liked to do. But once I got started,  it’s 

the camaraderie and fellowship that 

kept me coming back. Lay folks love 

to have a good time together!!! It’s a 

great chance to meet different people. 

The people are the real drawing card.” 

Lolita Brown 
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